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ATTENDEES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM I and II:  INVOCATION AND PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

The March 3, 2020 Demorest City Council meeting was held in the Demorest Municipal Building located 

at 125 Ivy Street in Demorest.  Councilman Harkness opened with the invocation and pledge to the flag. 

 

AGENDA ITEM III:  CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Austin called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.  

 

AGENDA ITEM III(A):  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Mayor Austin asked that item V(A) – SPECIAL CALLED ELECTION be added to the agenda.  Councilman 

Davis asked about returning an item to the agenda that was previously tabled:  POINT OF CONTACT FOR 

CITY ATTORNEY.  Mayor Austin said that according to Robert’s Rules of Order an item tabled twice could 

not be returned to the agenda.  Councilman Hendrix made a motion to suspend Robert’s Rule of Order 

for this particular item and the motion was seconded by Councilman Davis.   

 

ACTION:  The motion to suspend Robert’s Rules of Order to accept a previously twice-tabled item 

(POINT OF CONTACT FOR CITY ATTORNEY) was unanimously approved (4-0). 

 

Councilman Davis asked that the agenda be amended to add an item:  POINT OF CONTACT FOR CITY 

ATTORNEY.  A motion was made by Councilman Moore to approve the agenda as amended and the 

motion was seconded by Councilman Hendrix. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve the agenda as amended adding two items (SPECIAL CALLED ELECTION 

and POINT OF CONTACT FOR CITY ATTORNEY) was unanimously approved (4-0). 

 

AGENDA ITEM III(B):  APPEARANCE AND PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mayor Austin called for public comments.  Councilman Hendrix reminded everyone of the importance of 

taking precautions in light of the spread of the Coronavirus.  A question was asked about the posting of 

meeting minutes online and Ms. Simonds said that the new website is under construction and will be up 

and running soon. 

 

Mayor Austin took this opportunity to thank outgoing Councilman Bruce Harkness for his service.  He 

was presented with a gift and cake was served.  Councilman Harkness spoke briefly to the group about  

his time on the Council.  He said that he would be willing to donate $5,000.00 toward the building of 

new bathrooms in the park and the construction of a small basketball court. 

Rick Austin, PhD, Mayor 

Dr. John Hendrix, Councilman 

Sean Moore, Councilman 

Nathan Davis, Councilman 

Bruce Harkness, Councilman 

Kim Simonds, City Clerk  

Joey Homans, City Attorney 

 



 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM III(C):  APPROVAL OF FEBUARY MINUTES 

Two sets of minutes (February 4 and February 25) were presented for approval (see attachments).  

Councilman Harkness made a motion to approve both sets as presented and the motion was seconded 

by Councilman Davis.     

 

ACTION:  The February minutes (4th and 25th) were unanimously approved as presented (4-0). 

 

At this point, the discussion of Item IV(A) was delayed because Ms. Mixon was late for the meeting.  

 

AGENDA ITEM IV(B):  WOMAN’S CLUB REQUEST 

In response to a request from the Demorest Woman’s Club, Attorney Homans presented a License 

Agreement drawn up to waive the group’s water bill in exchange for the use of their building when 

needed by the City (see attachment).  A motion was made by Councilman Harkness to approve the 

agreement and the motion was seconded by Councilman Davis. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve the License Agreement between the City of Demorest and the 

Demorest Woman’s Club was unanimously approved (4-0). 

 

AGENDA ITEM IV(C): CITY OF TOCCOA WATER RATE 

The City of Toccoa has exercised their right to raise their water rate to the City beginning July 1, 2020. 

The rate will go up from $2.40 per thousand gallons to $2.69 per thousand gallons.  A motion was made 

by Councilman Moore and was seconded by Councilman Hendrix accepting the new rate. 

 

ACTION: The motion to accept the new water rate of $2.69 per thousand gallons from the City of 

Toccoa was unanimously approved (4-0). 

 

AGENDA ITEM IV(D):  TRASH RECEPTACLES AND TRUCK ARMS 

Per the presentation at a previous meeting, Mayor Austin called for a motion to purchase the 96-gallon 

trash receptacles for all Demorest trash customers.  It was decided that 750 would be initially 

purchased.  Councilman Moore made such a motion and was seconded by Councilman Hendrix. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to purchase 750 96-gallon trash receptacles from the Toter Company was 

unanimously approved (4-0). 

 

Mayor Austin then called for a motion to approve the purchase of two arms for the garbage truck for 

use with the new receptacles.  Such a motion was made by Councilman Harkness and was seconded by 

Councilman Moore. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve the purchase of the two arms for the garbage truck to handle the 

new receptacles was unanimously approved (4-0). 

 

It was agreed that new policies and procedures would need to be adopted for the use of the new cans.  

Ms. Simonds will work to make those available. 

 

 

 



 

 

AGENDA ITEM IV(E):  KIM LOOP WATER LINE REQUEST 

A representative for Luke Lovell was in attendance and brought a printed summation of the project (see 

attachment).  Council previously approved a sewer line project for Mr. Lovell and the current request is 

for water line replacement and upgrade.  As the discussion progressed concerning the water lines, it 

became clear there were many unanswered questions and some confusion regarding the request.  It 

was suggested that another informal meeting might be appropriate with Mr. Lovell and Mr. Popham.  A 

motion was made by Councilman Harkness and was seconded by Councilman Hendrix to table this item 

until such a meeting takes place. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to table the Kim Loop Water Line item until a later date was unanimously 

approved (4-0). 

 

AGENDA ITEM IV(F):  WILKINS WATER LINE REQUEST 

At a previous meeting David Wilkins appeared before Council to request a 6-inch waterline extension 

into subdivided property off Habersham Mills Road.  He will pay for all materials and taps.  A motion was 

made to approve the extension by Councilman Harkness and was seconded by Councilman Hendrix. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve the 6-inch water line extension requested by David Wilkins was 

unanimously approved (4-0).   

 

AGENDA ITEMS IV(G): POINT OF CONTACT FOR CITY ATTORNEY 

Councilman Davis spoke to this item, saying he would like to make a motion to appoint the City Manager 

as the central and main point of contact for the City Attorney.  After a somewhat heated discussion and 

the voicing of several different viewpoints, Councilman Hendrix made a motion that (except in matters 

of emergency) the City Manager, Kim Simonds, be the main and only point of contact for the City 

Attorney.  This motion was seconded by Councilman Davis.   

 

ACTION:  The motion to make the City Manager the main and only point of contact for the City 

Attorney was approved in a split vote (Harkness, Hendrix, and Davis-Yes; Moore–No) 

 

AGENDA ITEMS IV(A): FINANCIALS/BUDGET AMENDMENT 

Joely Mixon, City Treasurer was called upon to present the financials.  She presented a handout showing 

the amounts of individual line items to be amended.  She talked about the reason for a requested 

budget amendment to balance the budget as required by Georgia law (see attachment).  A motion was 

made to approve the amendment by Councilman Moore and was seconded by Councilman Harkness.   

 

ACTION: The motion to approve the budget amendment per the handout from the City Treasurer was 

unanimously approved (4-0).   

 

Ms. Mixon then reviewed the financials for January, 2020. 

 

AGENDA ITEM VI:  CONSIDERATION OF MOTION TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

A motion to adjourn into Executive Session was made by Councilman Moore.  The motion was seconded 

by Councilman Harkness.  This part of the Regular Session was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 

 

 

 



 

 

AGENDA ITEM VII:  MOTION TO ADJOURN 

The meeting was called back into Regular Session at 8:15 p.m. Mayor Austin called for a vote on the 

motion made in Executive Session. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to allow EMI Services to operate the Demorest Wastewater Plant until a contract 

can be approved (30 days) was unanimously approved (4-0). 

 

A motion to adjourn was made by Councilman Harkness and was seconded by Councilman Moore.  The 

meeting was adjourned at 8:16 p.m. 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Rick Austin, Mayor of Demorest 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Kim Simonds, City Clerk 


